















An Analysis of Political Discourse on the Introduction of English Language Teaching
for Children in Japan
─　Trends from the 1970s until the second report by the Ad Hoc Council for Education　─
Satoshi Hiramoto
Abstract: The aim of this study is to historically investigate political discourse made on English 
language teaching for children. This study particularly focuses on political discourse in and 
outside the Japanese Diet from the beginning of the 1970s up to the publication of the second 
report by the Ad Hoc Council for Education in 1986. In order to grasp policy-making processes 
in this period, this study adopted John Kingdon’s “Policy Window” model, which is based on 
the notions of three “streams”: a Problem Stream, Policy Stream, and Political Stream, and 
their coupling, which leads to an opening of a Policy Window. Particularly, this study analyzed 
the Political Stream, which is one of the dominant determinants of policy formation in English 
language education. In order to grasp the characteristics of political discourse, this study 
conducted two surveys: an analysis of the Diet minutes and an analysis of newspaper articles 
on English language education. Through the examination of these sources, this study has 
reached two major ﬁ ndings: (1) the Diet saw the largest number of statements in the late 1970s, 
which might reﬂ ect politicians’ increasing interest in English language teaching for children, 
and (2) there were a number of other “actors” which might have inﬂ uenced the report of the Ad 
Hoc Council for Education, alongside discussions that took place at the Diet. More speciﬁ cally, 
these other actors were the LDP’s Education Division, which took actions to change the 
educational situation at that time, and policy entrepreneurs such as political ﬁ gures or business 
communities. After discussing these ﬁ ndings, this study concludes that there should be more 
research on the interaction of such actors and that we need to further analyze the networks 
organized by them in the process of policy formation regarding English language teaching.





























































































































































































































































































1970 1 (1) F, A
1971 0




1976 2 (3) F, (4) A
1977 1 (5) F
1978 5
(6) F, (7) F, A
(8) F, A, (9) F, A
(10) F, A
◎ (8, 9, 10)
1979 2 (11) F, A(12) F, A ◎ (11, 12)
1980 1 (13) F, A ◎ (13)
1981 0
1982 1 (14) F, A
1983 0
1984 2 (15) F, A(16) F, A ◎ (16)
1985 1 (17) F, A































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































査協議会 (1972) や経済同友会教育問題委員会 (1979) 
等の財界，そして1971年に発表された OECD 教育調
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iii  発言者（国会議員）の当時の所属は国会議員白書 
(http://kokkai.sugawarataku.net/index.html) お
よび『国会便覧』（昭和55年2月新版60版）を参照
した。
iv  以下の文字は本論表1におけるアクター種を表す。
